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The Interview

There are four characters:

Interviewer 1 (I1) – This is the lead interviewer.  He sits in the center, and it is evident that he is in control.  

Interviewer 2 (I2) – This is preferably a female, and she is the organized type.  She has all kinds of forms and pamphlets with her. 

Interviewer 3 (I3, or Steve) – This guy is a goofball.  He’s also the secretary of the meeting, taking the minutes as the dialogue progresses.  But he has the tendency to speak too loudly and get too excited.  

Alan Smith – This man has recently made the decision to get involved in church.  He is nervous, idealistic, and willing to try anything, almost.  

Premise:  

The three interviewers enter from congregation right side and take seats at a table.  They begin taking out pens, papers, etc, and begin shuffling around.  They are silent, straight faced.  They are all business.

Smith:  (enters from congregation left side, walks in normally until he sees the interviewers, and then begins to appear nervous, walks slowly, and sits at table)

I1, I2, I3 –(All smile really big and fake at Smith)

I1 – So, uh, Mr . . .(shuffling papers) uh, Smith?

Smith – Yes. (smiles nervously, fidgets with his shirt)
I1 – Alan Smith, it is, isn’t it?  Ah yes!  Here it is.  (finally finds paper, and stops shuffling)  Maybe we can just get right down to business.  Why don’t you tell us a little about yourself and why you’re here today?

Smith – Well, uh, oh, let’s see.  I’ve been a Christian for a couple months now, and I absolutely love this church.  I knew right when I got here that the people genuinely cared about me.  I didn’t understand it.  I saw so many amazing things.  One thing that I really love is the café!

I3 – (scribbles frantically)

Smith: (is distracted by the scribbling, wondering what he’s writing so frantically about)  um . . I get a hot chocolate every week.  Oh, and the services are so uplifting.  I just love to come and get my spiritual fill each week.  

I2 – (kind of rudely, snobbishly)  Um, Get your fill?  You do realize that we are the Ministry Recruitment Committee, and we’re here to put you to work.  This is your placement interview.  Were you not informed? 

Smith:  (nervously)  Yes!  Yes, I was informed.  Well, see, that’s just it.  I’ve gotten so much from Jesus, and so much from the people of this church, that I feel God saying that it’s time for me to get involved somewhere, anywhere!  

I1, I2, I3 – (All smile big! And lean in really close, as if inspecting a lab-animal)

I1 – (Slowly, deliberately, trying to contain anxiousness)  Tell us, Mr. Smith, what can you do?

Smith: (A little wierded out by the invasion of personal space, but trying to ignore it for now)  Um, well, (perks up),  I love to work on cars!

I3 – (scribbles frantically)

Smith – (reacts to the scribbling, as if anything he says will be used against him).  Um, I have a great job, so I am blessed with the ability to make pretty good money.  I feel that I could use that gift to invest in some projects around here.  

I1, I2, I3 – (All look at each other, then they look down and scribble frantically)

Smith – (curiously angry, as if a secret is being kept from him, and no one likes secrets!) Hey, what are you writing down there? 

I1 – Please, Mr. Smith, don’t interrupt the interviewing process.  It’s nothing.  Please continue, Mr. Smith.

Smith – Um, ok.  Where was I?  Oh, I am married, and I have two children . . .

I2 – (interrupts him, eyes light up, screams:) Children’s Ministry!!  

I1, I2, I3 – (All eyes light up, then they all begin to scribble frantically again)

Smith – Now hold on!  I was GOING to say that I am a father of two, but that I don’t do well with groups of children.  

I3 – (looking down and writing as he talks, ignoring Smith’s previous statement) yeah, yeah, that’s fine.  You were saying?

Smith – Um, ok.  Well, let’s see.

I1, I2, I3 – (All lean in closer, I3 actually pokes him as if he’s a lab animal)

Smith – Um, excuse me, would you mind not doing that? 

I1 – Oh . . . yeah . . . Steve, cut it out. (hits him)


I1, I2, I3 – (All lean back, trying to play it cool, but they are obviously excited and anxious, ready to exploit Smith’s abilities)

All - (awkward moment of silence, they all stare at each other, the three interviewers stare at Smith expectantly, and Smith sits in silence, waiting for someone to speak. Finally, he does)

Smith – So . . . . you know, we’re really not getting anywhere here.  Maybe you should just tell me what you need, and then I can let you know what sounds good to me.

I1, I2, I3 – (all eyes get really wide, mouths open wide in smiles, they look at each other for a few moments, then they explode, frantically writing and discussing together)

I2 – Well, you’d be perfect for organizing a men’s ministry outing this winter.  It’s just perfect.  You’ve got all the qualification we require: you’re a man.  It’s perfect!  (stops suddenly, straight faced again)  You are a man, right?

Smith – (loses his cool)  Yes!  I’m a man!  Sheesh!

I2 – (smiles big again) Perfect!

Smith – But, I, um. . .

I1 – (quickly, doesn’t let Smith speak)  And we always need more friendly faces at the doors to greet people.

I3 – And ushers!  (very loudly, triumphantly)  Don’t forget the ushers!!

Smith – Yeah, that sounds like a better place for me to start.  

I1 – (ignores Smith’s previous comment, and suddenly motions for everyone to be quiet, as if he’s deeply pondering a brilliant idea.  Let a few moments of awkward silence go before beginning to speak)  You know what?  I think I’ve got it!  

I2 and I3 – (They somehow know exactly what he’s going to say, and they nod in agreement)

Smith – (getting excited) Yeah?  What it is?  
I1, I2, I3 – (All lean in close again)

I1 – It’s official!  You are our new Children’s Ministry Leader!!

I1, I2, I3 – (All stare with large smiles, not moving)

Smith – (jaw drops, he falls into his chair, slumps, in shock)  uh . . . .

I2 – (excited)  Here are some information pamphlets (she throws a huge stack at him, he doesn’t move)  And, of course, names and information of all the children.  (hands him a thick manila folder).  
I1 – And, your curriculum for the next ten years.  (sets a huge box on the table with all kinds of stuff sticking out)

Smith – (high, squeaky, slow voice) ten years ? ! ? !

I3 – (yelling to someone offstage) Bring in the puppets!!!!

I1 – (stares and smiles at Smith, but lightly brushes Steve) Um, Steve, later, ok?  We don’t want to overload him right off the bat!

I1, I2, I3 -  (all stare silently again, with those same huge plastered-on smiles)

Smith – Really, guys, like I said, I don’t do well with children.

I1 – Welcome aboard!  

I2 – Yeah, great to have you in the ranks of God’s Army!

I3 – The body of Christ.  Man, you are an answer to prayer!  

I1 – (stands, shakes hands with Smith)

Smith – (losing patience, but doesn’t get angry)  Now, just hold on a second!  I can’t do all that!  Isn’t there something small that I can do?  

I1, I2, I3 – (all get quiet, all sit again) 

I1 – I don’t understand.  I thought you were ready to get involved.  

Smith – I am.  But don’t you think children’s leader for ten years is a bit extreme?

I1 – Children value consistency!  (Smith is unconvinced, I1 realizes the absurdity) Yeah.  You’re right.  

I2 – Oh!  I think I get it!  You’re not looking for something to DO, (now, to interviewers).  He’s just looking for a way to make a DIFFERENCE.  

Smith – Yeah.  (eyes light up)  That’s it!  Do you have anything like that?

I3 – (looking back on his notes)  You said you like to work on cars?

Smith – OH YEAH!  I can figure out most anything about most makes and models.  

I1 – (thoughtfully) Hey, didn’t Jack’s car break down yesterday?

I3 – (to I1) Yeah!  (to Smith) Jack is a single father, and he needs to get to work.  

Smith – That sounds perfect!  I can do that!  

I2 – (sorts through papers)  Here, let me give you his phone number, and you guys can arrange a time.  

Smith – Yeah!  Now, THIS is what I was made for!  

(all freeze, lights fade out)

