“The Chess Game”  

Welcome to the Planet, Week 3: Strategically Placed

ACT 1 – before the message
Wyper:  It’s your move.  (Waits for Johnson to move)  You know, chess is one of the world’s oldest games.  

Johnson:  Wow.  A tale as old as time.  I guess we’re all just pawns on the great chess board of life.  

Wyper:  Yeah.  I feel like that sometimes.  Insignificant, trapped in on all sides.  (moves).  Your move.  

Johnson:  (thinks for a moment, then moves his piece)  You feel trapped?  

Wyper:  Yeah.  You know, Annie and I moved here almost a year ago, and we were certain that God had placed us here on purpose, but . . 

(Johnson moves)

Johnson:  But . . . ?

Wyper:  That was a random move.  What are you up to?  

Johnson:  Don’t worry about it.  It’s part of my brilliant strategy.  You’ll know soon enough.  Anyway, you were saying: but . . .

Wyper:  Oh, but, well, I guess I’m wondering if there’s any (referring to Johnson’s previous comment) brilliant strategy in my life.  I still feel like we moved here for a purpose, but with my job falling through a couple months ago, and Annie expecting, I guess, I’m just wondering what’s next.  
LIGHTS FADE OUT


ACT 2
Johnson:  So you’re questioning your purpose?  Maybe God is using you in other ways.  You’ve been serving Him in the greeting ministry at church.  You know, you’re really making a difference.  

(both continue to move)
Wyper:  Ok, what are you up to here?  That move just doesn’t make any sense.  

Johnson:  Don’t worry about it.  I did it on purpose.  I’ll show you in a couple of moves.  (again, egging him on as if he’s about to win)

Wyper:  Fine then, I’ll just take this free queen.  And, Check!  Ha ha ha!! (rubbing it in)
Johnson:  (acts surprised)  You seem to have me in a no win situation here.  I lost my queen.  I’m in check.  (sarcastic)  What am I gonna do?  

Wyper: Hey, I guess that’s a little what I feel like.  What am I going to do?  No job, kid on the way.  What was I placed here for?  Is there ANY strategy behind these random moves in my life?   (back to the chess game:) I’m beginning to wonder if there’s any strategy behind your random moves.  When are you going to start making sense?   

Johnson:  Right about now.  (moves piece)  I do believe, my friend, that I knew what I as doing from the beginning.  (he moves Wyper into checkmate)  

Wyper:  (Completely surprised at the sudden loss)  Oh man! 

(silence for 5 seconds)

Johnson: Remember, you are strategically placed.  God bless you this week.  You are dismissed.  

